ROYAL ARCH MASONRY
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Brethren,

The articles of Union between the two Grand Lodges of
Freemasons of England, confirmed in December 1813 and premi sed
a8 a declaration in our Present Book of Cnnstitutiunﬂ, declared
and pronounced in Article II "that pure and Ancient Masonry
consists of three degrees ard no more, namely those of the Entered
Apprentice, the Fellowcraft and the Master Mason including the
Supreme Order of tha Holy Royal Arch,

This declaration affirms the adoption of the Royal Arch
as the completion of the thind degree but it is of historic interest
that prior to the Union of the two Grand Lodges, that is to say,
the Ancients or Atholl Masons and the Moderns or Ragular-uasuns,
the Antients recognised Royal Arch as the fourth degree and the
fourth step in Freemasonry,

Today, as I have observed, the Royal Arch is reco/ nired
not as a separate degree but as the completion of tha th_ - degree.
for you will reecall that on the untimely death of (ur vaster
Hiram Abif, the genuine secrets of o Uaster acrin ver, lost,
that substituted sgcrets were adopted, sanction 4 and confir—-4 w1 &
the approvation of the Worshipful Master = = humble
Tepresentative of King Solomon and decli ved tlat they shou’d
designate you and all Master Masons «ar ug.out the unive ner
until time or circumstance shal® Jeg ~re the penui e These
secretls were lost for g period of . s2ily 500 Y are-

What do you seek? sti,1 tarther izt 4 dasonry. Even
the Light that sess trioug. “ae Shadow i10 ine life of things 7.
As an Apprentice ¥4 Lave veen taug.‘ L. morality that purifies
youth, and as a Fel_ awcraft t1- knowlew 38 that glorifies manhoods
learning th» w.sdoy that liver up m the Level, by the Square, within
the Comp =se. 1. che spirit o Brotherly Love, the practice of
Relie”. i1 tnb quest of T'uth. . In humble awe and longing we sesk
a Lost Wo.  which murri = i, our ears and trembles on our lipa,
t.* eludes our speech \nd escapes into Silence,

Hnow,Brethr w, the gecret which you seek is concesaled within
Jourselfy ths Lost Vord you would hear is not hidden from you,
neither ‘- it far orf, No, the Word is very near to you, it is
in yorr routs, and in your hearts that you may do it,

Hear ‘his promise: if you are willing and worthy, you may know
“he "ru.h, that makes 211 other truth true, and be free indeed,
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Learn this truth: since you are immortal you ara
immortal you are immortal now — have you the courage and humilty and
integrity to risk all and make trial of truth 7.

The Holy Royal Arch is truly denominated the essence
of Freemasonry, the foundation and keystone of the whole Masonic
structure and the climax of the third degres in Freemasonry,

It is so intimately blended with a1l that is nearest and
dearest to us in a future state of existence., It has vurtue for
its aim and the glory of @, for its object. The eternal welfars
of man is considered in every part, point =nd letter of its
myetoriaes,

It inspires its members with the most exalted ideas of G,
leads to the exercise of the purest and most sublime piety and
8 Teverence for the eternal ruler of the Universe,

Brethren, the Holy Royal Arch restores the gemine seore. -
of a Master Mason,

There is a Royal Arch Chapter under the mumt:r ° St. Alpheg: Loa s
No.1431 and should any Master Mason of tk's or ay other Li'ga
desire further information I or the Wris) ipi:l Master wiil bs
pleased to give it,



